
Reuben Heaton Picture Reels

Ref : Our correspondence re the picture reels

“The reel you have is simply catalogued as a model number 6 silvered reel with fisherman plates, and appears in the 
company's from around 1880 to 1910. The reel was also available with a constant check as model no 7, and this 
model was available green bronzed at extra cost. The reel was made in sizes from 1 3/4 inches up to 2 1/2 inches and 
cost from between 16/- and 30/- per dozen dependant on size. The fisherman plates also appear in the catalogue 
attached to both plate wind and multiplier versions of reels, suggesting that the fisherman plate itself could be 
attached to many reels of the correct diameter. Nowhere does the reel appear as a Day & Night reel, this name will 
probably come from one of the many Heaton's customers who will have applied their own name, but it is not a 
Heaton's name. The Strike From The Winch patent 3250 refers to a mechanism designed to act on the centre spindle 
of a reel to give a simple drag effect. The patent was taken out in 1884, and consists of a simple grub screw 
arrangement. The first screw is tightened down onto the spindle to give the required pressure (drag), and this is 
locked in place with a second screw. The mechanism housing is shown in various forms, but all are located on the 
opposite side of the reel to the handle in the centre of the reel. The patent was never applied to your reel as far as we 
know. It was reserved for larger more expensive reels, and not applied to basic check winches”.

The following items have been taken from the hand painted catalogue (circa 1890 – 1900) held by the company (fig 
1). This catalogue was one of only a hand full of copies that were made for product illustration, to demonstrate the 
manufacturing capabilities of the company  when prospective customers would arrive at the factory. By 1914, many 
products old fashioned items and accessories including rods, lures, some landing nets and gaffs and the picture reels 
have been dropped from the catalogue. This is not to say that they were no longer made, but evidence of their 
manufacture along with the other items dropped during this period is very scarce.

Fig 1



Reuben Heaton (the1st), started the business in 1857 using monies given to him by his father, who was part of the 
Heaton’s dynasty running the Birmingham Mint (Heaton’s Pennies are very scarce and collectable). It is not 
impossible therefore that the embossed fisherman plates were made by the mint and or Heaton’s using machinery or 
services provided by the Mint and you will see from the pictures included that other reels had engraved or embossed 
decoration. The Victoria reel is probably the most ornate reel in the catalogue.

The following pictures give details of the “Fisherman Plate” reels.







For further interest I have included pictures of the Victoria Reel and because I have never seen one,
a picture of the Kentucky reel. If any of your collecting colleagues have a picture of this reel or 
indeed any Heaton’s reels then I would be happy to receive them.

Please note that I have included all photos as black and white copies. In the past colour pictures and 
scans have been  sent out in good faith only to be reproduced for financial gain. The original 
catalogues are due for print and release at some point in the future and this will be announced on the 
web site.




